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Pheasants. That ornament to all rural scenery, the 
pheasant, is said to have been brought from the banks of 
the River Phasis in Colchis, Asia Minor, by the Romans. 
Later, ho\vever, the Chinese ring-necked pheasant was 
introduced and these have crossed so freely with the 
original form, that it is rare to find a pure-bred specimen. 
Most of the birds shot during the autumn have the ring of 
white feathers round the neck. 
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